INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 


Application No 

PCT/NL20G4/0OO495 


IPC 7 A61F2/44 A61F2/30 






AcoofcHno to International Patent Classification (IPC) or lo both national classification and IPC 






B. FIELDS SeARCHED 


Minimum documentation searched (ciasslteallon system lollowed by dasalllcation eynrMo) 

IPC 7 A61F 


Documentation seaxhed other than minimum documentation to the e)aent that such documents a 


m Indudod In the Htikls oeortihed 



Electronic dale base consulted during the miematlonal search (name of data base and. whoro proetleal. search terms used) 

EPO-Internal 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Csdegoiy * DtaUon of document, with IndlcdUon, where appreprtate. of the retevartt paseages 



Relevant to claim No. 



us 2003/045939 Al (CASUTT SIMON) 
6 March 2003 (2003-03-06) 

claims 1,5,6; figures 1-3,6,7 
paragraphs [0031], [0037] 



ET AL) 



US 6 533 817 Bl (BAUER LAURA J 
18 March 2003 (2003-03-18) 

claim 1; figure 1 

column 7, line 27 - column 8, line 4 

column 8, line 36 - line 42 

column 10,. line 65 - column 11, line 11 



1-3,5-7, 

10-15, 

17,20 



24-26 

1.2, 

5-14. 

17-20 



m 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



m 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



* Special categories of dted documents : 

''A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but piibllshed on or after the International 

fiQng date 

■L" document which may throw doubts on prloHty clalm(8) or 
which Is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P* document published pilor to the mtemafional fillno date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T* later documerU published after the International firing date 
or prton'ty date and not in conflict with the application but 
died to understand the principle or theory undertylng the 
Invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken atone 

"Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step whan the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such comt>Ination being otsvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

"&* document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 

26 October 2004 



Date of mailing of the tntemational search report 

2 a 01. 2005 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Palenllaan 2 
NL-2280HVRiiswiilc 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Stach> R 



Form PCTA8A/210 (seoond sliesl) (January 2004) 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Application No 

PCT/NL20O4/00O495 



C.(Conllnuallon) DOCUMENTS CONSIOEREO TO BE RELEVANT 



Cateoofy* 



CUaUen ol teeumut. wUi Indication, where apprepifsto. ol tha relevant passages 



RalevanltoclalmNa 



WO 02/17824 A (SDGI HOLDINGS INC ;TRIEU 
HAI H (US)) 7 March 2002 (2002-03-07) 

figures 1-11 

page 19, line 6 - page 21, line 24 

EP 0 346 129 A (UNIV NEW JERSEY MED :UNIV 
RUTGERS (US); JOHNSON & JOHNSON ORTHOPAE) 
13 December 1989 (1989-12-13) 

claims 1-3; figures 1-5 

US 5 047 055 A (HIGHAM PAUL A ET AL) 
10 September 1991 (1991-09-10) 
claim 1 

coliBim 8, line 19 - line 42 



A 

P.X 



US 6 264 595 Bl (STOY VLADIMIR A) 
24 July 2001 (2001-07-24) 

WO 2004/049980 A (MARISSEN ROELOF ; DSM IP 

ASSETS BV (NL)) 17 June 2004 (2004-05-17) 

claim 1; figure 1 

page 3, line 1 - line 26 

page 5, line 34 - page 6, line 2 



1,2,5-7. 

10-14, 

17.20 



1-3,5-7. 
10-15, 
17,20, 
24-26 



27-30 



I. 5,6, 

II. 12,17 



24-26 



Form PCT/ISA/2tO (continuation of second sheet) (January 2004) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



application No. 

PCT/NL2004/OOO495 



Box II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 
THft International Search Report has not been established In respect of certain claims under Article 17<2)(a) for the following reasons: 



^ ' ^cause Siey relate to eufo^t r^er not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 

Rule 39.1(iv) PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by 
surgery 

2. I I Claims Nos.: 

— because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. I I Claims Nos.: 

— t)ecause tt)ey are dependent claims and are not drafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box III Observations where unity of Invention is laddng (Continuation of Item 3 of first sheet) 
This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intematlonai application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 



1 . I I As alt required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 
I — > searchable claims. 

2. I { As all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 
I — i covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. 1 Y I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered Isy claims Nos.: 

1-20,24-30 



Remark on Protest [ [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the appHcanfs protest 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004) 



InternatlonaJApplicallonNo. PCT/ NL2004/ 000495 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. claims: 1-20, 24-30 

A prosthesis comprising a flexible portion and at least one 
less flexible portion, characterized in that said flexible 
portion comprises a fibre-reinforced hydrogel. 

l.l. claims: 27-30 

A method of preparing the flexible portion for a prosthesis, 
characterized in that a bar of the hydrogel is formed, from 
which slices are cut 



2. claims: 31-33 

A fibre material for use in the prosthesis, characterized 
in that said fibres have a low elasticity modulus 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Applloatlon No 

PCT/NL2O04/OOO495 



Patent document 




Publicollon 




Patent lamtty 


Publication 


i*lttiA In 4AnrrK nknnrt 

WHVU HI 9BCIlvll Ifmfnifl 




date 




membarfal 




US 2003045939 


Al 


06-03-2003 


EP 


1287795 Al 


05-03-2003 


US 6533817 


Bl 


18-03-2003 


All 

AU 


6519301 A 


17-12-2001 






EP 


1304983 A2 


02-05-2003 








2003534871 T 


25-11-2003 






wo 


0193784 A2 


13-12-2001 


WO 0217824 


A 


07-03-2002 


US 


6620196 Bl 


16-09-2003 






AU 


8535101 A 


13-03-2002 






CA 


2419978 Al 


07-03-2002 






EP 


1313412 A2 


28-05-2003 






JP 


2004507318 T 


11-03-2004 






WO 


0217824 A2 


07-03-2002 






us 


2003023311 Al 


30-01-2003 






US 


2003199984 Al 


23-10-2003 






us 


2004117019 Al 


17-06-2004 






us 


2002026244 Al 


28-02-2002 


EP 0346129 


A 


13-12-1989 


us 


4911718 A 


27-03-1990 






AU 


624143 B2 


04-06-1992 






AU 


3609989 A 


14-1 9-1 QftQ 






CA 


1321681 C 


31-08-1993 






DK 


283689 A 


11-12-1989 






EP 


0346129 Al 


13-12-1989 






FI 


892851 A 


11-12-1989 






OR 


89100383 A 


11-05-1990 






JP 


2224659 A 


06-09-1990 






NO 


892380 A 


11-12-1989 


US 5047055 


A 


10-09-1991 


AT 


126688 T 


15-09-1995 






AT 


192032 T 


15-05-2000 






AU 


654173 32 


27-10-1994 






AU 


1338592 A 


22-07-1992 






CA 


2094135 Al 


22-06-1992 






DE 


9190192 Ul 


05-08-1993 






DE 


69112425 Dl 


28-09-1995 






DE 


69112425 T2 


15-02-1996 






DE 


69132149 Dl 


31-05-2000 






DE 


69132149 T2 


16-11-2000 






DK 


563332 T3 


27-12-1995 






EP 


0563332 Al 


06-10-1993 






EP 


0562309 Al 


12-07-1995 






ES 


2076028 T3 


16-10-1995 






6R 


3017783 T3 


31-01-1996 






IE 


914456 Al 


01-07-1992 






JP 


2530089 B2 


04-09-1996 






JP 


5508795 T 


09-12-1993 






PT 


99889 A 


29-01-1993 






WO 


^%^^«e A m 

9210982 Al 


09-07-1992 






US 


5192326 A 


09-03-1993 


US 6264695 


Bl 


24-07-2001 


AU 


768903 B2 


08-01-2004 






AU 


7843200 A 


30-04-2001 






CA 


2388794 Al 


05-04-2001 






CZ 


20021137 A3 


11-09-2002 






EP 


1231868 A2 


21-08-2002 






JP 


2003510129 T 


18-03-2003 






WO 


0122902 AZ 


05-04-2001 



Form PCT/ISAffitO (patent family annex) (January 2004) 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Patoni document 
died in search report 



Publicatbn 
date 



US 6264695 



Bl 



AppHcatiun No 

PCT/NL2O04/G00495 



Patent (atnlly 
mefnbe((s) 



Publication 
date 



US 2003055506 Al 



20-03-2003 



WO 2004049980 A 



17-06-2004 



NL 1022023 C2 
WO 2004049980 Al 



03-06-2004 
17-06-2004 



Form PCT/lSAeio (pattM lamDy annm) (januaiy 2004) 



page 2 of 2 



